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ect he himself ought to have proposed and executed.
He lost perhaps the most precious opportunity he had
had during all his reign. The step he at last took was
so apparent that it alarmed the allies, and put them
on their guard. Except Flanders, they did nothing in
any other spot, and turned all their attention to Italy.

Let us return, however, to Flanders.

Prince Eugene, with a large booty gathered in Ar-
tois and elsewhere, had fixed himself at Brussels. He
wished to bear off his spoils, which required more than
five thousand waggons to carry it, and which consisted
in great part of provisions, worth three million five
hundred thousand francs, and set out with them to
join the army of the Duke of Marlborough. Our
troops could not, of course, be in ignorance of this.
M. de Vendome wished to attack the convoy with half
his troops. The project seemed good, and, in case of
success, would have brought results equally honour-
able and useful. Monseigneur de Bourgogne, how-
ever, opposed the attack, I know not why; and M. de
Vendome, so obstinate until then, gave in to him in
this case. His object was to ruin the Prince utterly,
for allowing such a good chance to escape, the blame
resting entirely upon him. Obstinacy and audacity
had served M. de Vendome at Oudenarde: he ex-
pected no less a success now from his deference.

Some anxiety was felt just about this time for Lille,
which it was feared the enemy would lay siege to.
Boufflers went to command there, at his own request,
and found the place very ill-garrisoned with raw troops,
many of whom had never smelt powder. M. de Ven-
dome, however, laughed at the idea of the siege of